THE BEAST FROM THE ABYSS
we ask ourselves. Is his daemon working again for him? (Abraxas
is the name of the god beyond good and evil.) The Channel is
reported to be calm.
Later there were a few more unpleasant moments. Five or six
bombs dropped in the neighbourhood. No explosion was heard.
Were they time-bombs, and would the district have to be
evacuated? Fortunately they were not. It was a quiet night for
us, but a bad Qne in other districts. It is appalling to go day by
day along the/familiar streets and to see every day further evidence
of destruction. To-day a number of big shops and many smaller
ones wer^ destroyed in side streets. These desert patches are
constantcfy growing in number; if we count them they amount
already to a whole town.
Hjow long is this to go on? In the morning, after the short sleep
m/me early hours, when the anti-aircraft guns had ceased firing,
/me light came as a gift; time stood still; it was once more what
it was to the early Christians, but a single hour, the pause between
the ages, the abolition of time.  This was our day of grace, our
breathing space.
It is astonishing how deeply the characteristic elements of old
traditions are embedded in the various districts of this city. It is
a world capital which has not been forced into uniformity, not
made into a vast centralizing mechanism, but has remained a
community built up out of many individual boroughs of quite
different character. It may be that this fact is playing an im-
portant part in this Battle of London. The ideal system of our
super-rationalizers, a single gasworks, a single electricity works,
a single street-cleansing department, has in addition to many other
weaknesses special disadvantages at the present time. But this
city and county are made up of a whole system of independent
communities, none of them too vast for individual survey, and all
retaining the personal initiative of small communal groupings.
"It is the genuine produce of the ancient rustic, manly, home-
bred sense of the country,5' said Burke, writing of this country of
England. What is it that makes it so strong that it can weather
this apocalyptic storm and remain unchanged? It is the stout
tissue of a history that has never known a radical breach or a
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